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Highlights from the 2025 Navajo Rug Show & Sale

A RETURN HOME TO DEER VALLEY

By CJ Robb, Director of Business and Operations

The Adopt-A-Native-Elder Navajo Rug Show and Sale
began in 1989 at the Kimball Arts Center in Park City,
Utah. The first show featured a half-dozen Navajo
weavers from Big Mountain, Arizona. The show offered
the weavers the opportunity to set their own prices for
their work and receive 100% of the proceeds from their
sales to help them sustain their traditional lifestyles.

As with all great non-profit events, the show was born
out of necessity. The weavers in the program were in

Delorcita need of a marketplace for their work so they could generate
Francis, income to feed their families, and A.N.E. founder Linda Myers,
Rockpoint

was driven to develop an event that would not only give the Elders

(Continued on page 2) Erma Nells,
Big Mountain




(Continued from page 1)

a market to sell their weavings, but would also honor
their culture, traditions, and teachings while bringing
needed diversity to Park City’s tourist economy.

From humble beginnings, the Rug Show grew into the
world's largest not-for-profit indigenous art show.
After four years at the Kimball Arts Center the Rug
Show moved to Deer Valley’s Snow Park Lodge with
the support and patronage of former Deer Valley
President and General Manager, Bob Wheaton.
Through a 26 year run at Deer Valley, the Adopt-A-
Native-Elder Navajo Rug Show & Sale helped more
than 180 Navajo artists sell over 7,000 Navajo
weavings, stunning jewelry, and gorgeous Native
crafts; providing Navajo Elders with the
income they needed to survive harsh winters
on the reservation.

During its 30 years of in-person shows, and
the last five years as a virtual event, the Rug
Show has never been a fundraiser for the
Adopt-A-Native-Elder Program. The function
of the Rug Show has always been to provide a
service to the Navajo Elders and to the
community that hosts the show. The Rug
Show creates a marketplace for Navajo artists
to sell their incredible work in an environment that

(Continued on page 5)
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Some of the weavers and jewelry artists

Harry, Mary, and Keisha Begay and Alice Runninghawk Donny, Grace, and Richard Yellowhammer

Emma Yazzie and Anna Jackson, Jr Rena and Martin Whitehair Marietta and Henry Jackson with
their grandson
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Special thanks to Eileen from the Nebo VI School District
and these future weavers and cultural dancers
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Santa’s Christmas Stocking
Giveaway

(Continued from page 2)

honors their culture, traditions, and history. The Show also
honors Adopt-A-Native-Elder’s mission to bring together
people of other cultures to bridge the gap between them and
the Navajo people caused by generations of abuse, genocide,
and subjugation.

Santa Paul Prestwich visits the
Elders with stockings for them
and their grandchildren

Erma Nells, Big Mountain

Susie Begay, Glendale, AZ
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This fall, the Adopt-A-Native-Elder Navajo Rug Show and Sale made its long
awaited return as an in-person event at Deer Valley’s Snow Park Lodge in
Park City, Utah. The last five years as a virtual show have been successful
for the Adopt-A-Native-Elder Program, creating a large online footprint,
increasing awareness for the program and the plight of the Elders we serve,
and helping the program to find new communities of buyers to help sustain
the traditional Navajo artists through the sale of their amazing works.
Despite these incredible gains and wonderful lessons, there are several
aspects of the in-person Rug Show that have proved to be irreplaceable in a
virtual format.

The first is the opportunity to meet and connect with the traditional Navajo
artists and their families. At the in-person show, in addition to the
incredible opportunity to purchase a one-of-a-kind work of indigenous art,
show attendees are also able to hear stories and teachings directly from
the traditional Elders and their family members. This intimate interaction is
not replaceable in the virtual world and every interaction between an Elder
or their family members, and a member of another culture helps to fulfill
Adopt-A-Native-Elder’s mission.

(Continued on page 6)

Elvira Horseherder, Big Mountain Alice Runninghawk, Big Mountain
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Special thanks to Howard & Beverly Benally
for their work on the Veteran’s Ceremony

Guest Speaker Arnold Lano Rhonda “Honey" Duvall sang the
National Anthem in Navajo

(Continued from page 5)

Additionally, the in-person Rug Show allows the Elders and traditional
Navajo artists to sell their art in an environment that honors and holds
sacred their traditions, culture, and heritage. Exposure to this culture
and Navajo traditions are the second irreplaceable aspect of the in-
person show. No matter how many resources are devoted to providing
virtual access to cultural resources, it is impossible to replace the
impact of experiencing indigenous culture first hand. At the in-person
Rug Show you feel the beat of the drum during the veteran’s ceremony,
you feel the movement as the powwow dancers move through the lodge,
and you can feel intimately the emotions of the Elders when they speak
in their own language.

The return of the in-person Adopt-A-Native-Elder Navajo Rug Show &
Sale is a cause for celebration, but it did not come without hurdles and
challenges. The show would not be possible without the hard work and

Utah Intertribal Color Guard
performed the flag ceremony contributions of many groups, individuals, and organizations.

Thank you to Deer Valley Resort, Alterra Mountain Company, and Deer
Valley President and COO Todd Bennett for welcoming the weavers back

(Continued on page 5)

Sherman Preece (center), founder of Quilts of Valor, honored
Richard Yellowhair and Arnold Lano with handmade quilts
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Every year we close the Show with a Pow Wow

(Continued from page 6)

to showcase their incredible art throughout the
hewn wood and stone interiors of Snow Park
Lodge, and special thanks to Catherine Bradley
for her incredible dedication and efforts to bring
the Rug Show home to Deer Valley. Thank you to
our presenting sponsor, the George S. and
Dolores Doré Eccles Foundation, for their
decades of financial support for the Rug Show
and the Elders.
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Thank you to all the individual sponsors, donors,
and volunteers who give from their hearts
throughout the year to make all that we do
possible, and special thanks to John Aldrich,
Melyssa Holbrook, Sharon Lewis, and Tom Terry;
Their contribution of time, intellect, and
dedication to the Elders truly defies words.
Thank you to the Adopt-A-Native-Elder staff
whose love for the Elders and our community
drives the program forward every day.

And, most of all, thank you to the Elders, the
weavers, and their families; working on your
behalf is an honor and a privilege for us all.

We can’t wait to see you at the Scottsdale Rug
Show in February and next November when we
again return home to Deer Valley.
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A special thanks to Deer Valley Resort COO Todd Bennett and Banquet & Conference
Manager Catherine Bradley.
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Food Packing

Warehouse Volunteers
Food Delivery

VOLUNTEER ACTIVITIES:

Volunteer days are every Tuesday & Friday 9:00-11:30 am at our warehouse:

328 W Gregson Ave., Salt Lake City. Sign up online on the bottom of the main page of
our website: www.AnElder.org

Or call the A.N.E. office and we will be happy to sign you up for a shift:
801-474-0535. Let us know if you would like to receive Kindred Spirits, our volunteer
enewsletter!

WINTER STORIES AT THE WAREHOUSE: Sunday, January 25 3:00 - 5:00 pm

SCOTTSDALE NAVAJO RUG & JEWELRY SALE:
February 20-22, 2026

FOOD PACKING 2 SATURDAYS AT THE WAREHOUSE:
Saturday March 21: 8:00 am-11:00 am
Saturday March 28: 8:00 am-11:00 am

FOOD RUNS:
Driver Applications due by March 14

April 13—16: Navajo Mountain, Kayenta, Oljato (Based in Kayenta, AZ)
May 6—9: Many Farms, Forest Lake, Tsaile (Based in Chinle, AZ)

May 11—15: Leupp, Dilkon, Birdsprings, Tolani Lake (Based in Winslow, AZ)
May 18—21.: Big Mountain, Sanders, Teesto (Based in Winslow, AZ)

FOOD RUN ORDERS:
All Food Run orders for your Elder due by Friday, March 6th.

This newsletter is brought to you through a generous donation by

jlcollinsnh.com
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Hummingbirds are a symbolof beduty and wisdom for the Diné (Navajo)

VIP_ PREVIEW FRIDAY FEB 20 SATURDAY & SUNDAY FEB 21 & 22
5pm - 8pm 10am - 5pm
Online Tickets:$50 Free Admission
www.hollandcenter.org Weaving Demonstrations &
Hors d'oeuvres Cultural Teachings Throughout The:Day
Livie Har:v&FJE.rzE‘Mus:c Raffle OF A Navajo Ruq Each Day
i rﬁafﬁ‘ OF A, Nava;rdr*ﬁ'ug

" www.AnElder.org
With Gratltude tu Pref.‘eﬁtm Spensurs Tim and Laurie Soule

If you are interested in attending the Scottsdale Rug Show, you may book
your hotel stay at the Hampton Inn in Carefree, AZ: 480-476-9200.
Price $199 + tax with rate code: ANE. Reservations must be made by 01/17/26.
Cities within a short distance are North Scottsdale, Carefree and Cave Creek.



MARCH 6th
FOOD RUN

MONEY DUE
Order Online
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Please order Rainbow Food for your Elder

The Rainbow Food Boxes or Rainbow Food Gift Cards for your elder are $150.

Te Order For Your We ask you to walk the Circle of the Giveaway by helping us to see that each Elder
Bl receives a $150 Rainbow Food Box Set/$150 Rainbow Food Gift Card.

RAINBOW FooOD GIFT CARD AREAS
Kayenta, Dilkon, Leupp, Birdsprings, Tolani Lake, Forest Lake, and Sanders will receive $150
Rainbow Food Gift Cards

RAINBOW FOOD BOX AREAS
Oljato, Navajo Mountain, Many Farms, Tsaile,
Big Mountain, Teesto will receive $150 Rainbow Box Sets

RainBow Foob Box, $150: coffee, tea, toasted oats, 2 cartons oatmeal, cornflakes, shortening, 2 baking
powders, salt, 4 cans Vienna Sausages, 2 cans pork and beans, 2 cans corn, 2 cans carrots, 2 cans mandarin
oranges, applesauce, pears, 2 cans peaches, 2 cans fruit cocktail, 2 cans chicken noodle soup, 2 cases Ramen
noodles, 2 boxes graham crackers, sugar, spaghetti sauce, noodles, macaroni, 20 lbs. Bluebird flour, 4 pkgs.
sugar free Jello, strawberry jam, 10 lbs. potatoes, 2 cans of veggie beef stew, 2 cans evaporated milk, 2 cans
green beans, corned beef, 2 boxes of pudding mixes and 3 lbs. of onions, peanut butter, 2 cases of water

GRANDMA Box, $40: 3 yards Panne velvet fabric for blouse, 4 yards cotton print fabric for skirt, matching thread, 2
pairs socks, white yarn for hair ties, safety pins, and sewing needles

GRANDPA Box, $35: 1 sweatshirt, 2 t-shirts, 2 pairs of socks, bandana, 1 golf shirt, beef jerky, peanut butter
crackers and 1 can of Spam

MEDICAL Box, $40: Ace bandage, Acetaminophen, chest rub, cough drops, Pepto-Bismol, antibacterial wipes,
lotion, petroleum jelly, Band-Aids, 2 Ben-Gay, 3 Chapstick, triple antibiotic ointment, hand sanitizer, soap, eye
drops, tooth brush, tooth paste, mouth wash

MoTHER’s DAY Box, $30: (SPRING ONLY) Cottonelle wipes, Kleenex, wash cloth, bath towel, hair brush, hand lotion,
shampoo, hand sanitizer, emery boards, and a bandana

FORGOTTEN ELDER’S BOX, $35: (SPRING ONLY)
1 can Spam, Honey Bear, 1 can beef stew, 3 lbs. blue corn meal, tea, peanut butter crackers, 2 cans of fruit, and
baked beans.

YARN Box, $50: Your choice of yarn bundle colors, one warp
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SCAN
or‘der Fnrm To Order For Your

Elder

Date:

Elder #1: Elder's Food Run:
Elder #2: Elder's Food Run:

Sponsor Name:
Address:

City/State/Zip:

Telephone: email:

SUPPORT FOR YOUR ELDER: (May be ordered throughout the year or you may specify delivery at Food Runs)

______ Food Gift Card (Circle Send to: Elder / Sponsor) @ $25 ea........... Spring Fall Mail Now 5
_ Firewood @ S200.....cccimemesmmnssss sessssrssssssrassses sssrsssssare s e SPFING. Fall Mail Now &
__Yarn Box @ S50 (Greyhills, Ganado, Chiefs, Crystal , Old Style, Traditionsl) ................... Spring  Fall Mail Now S
SUPPORT FOR YOUR ELDER: Foop Run BoXES

_ RBFoOd BOX St @ 5150 iimiissessssrassssssenssssssssssssssssssssmases sessassssase serens Spring Fall ccisinnens 5
___ RB Food Gift Card @ $150 (KA, DK, LP, BS, TL, FL, SA).......cccocvcnnnenSPring - Fall ovvvvcnnes 5
_Med Box @ SAD iminisinisesiieisiiwesiisiasiswsivissavinasaaoprng Fallsseeiiia S

_ Grandma BoX @ S40 .cerrieerssen s censsssnssnssaessssnssssessssssssnssssssssnses SPOANE  FAll ovvrcveniannes 5
. Grandpa Box @ 525 s s i Spring  Ballvicasea§
_____Mother's Day Box {Spring Only) @ S30.......ccccoeeerivanieverasenss saressmsessssnns SPFANE covricseccesomnse S
______ Forgotten Box (Spring Only) @ 535.....civcsensvisssnses sersesssnsssssssssses sssIPFINE wrensnsensersseries 3
______ Forgotten Blanket (Fall Only) @ 535 .covriimissmrmssmssmssssmssssssssssmssinssssnsssssos POl covssiiininens 3
DONATIONS FOR FORGOTTEN ELDERS

o R i o G R S T s 15
 FOOO = SUGGESTEA SI50.....couiiinirires avess iasssasessarsssssssss ssassnsre st sssssmsnsves sesssssss snsssssessns sesssssensss savensssa e 9
__Firewood - suggested 5200 i iidisimimimii s i e e . 5
= NI = SHOOESIET S0 i SRR R o b ST s e
_____Bluebird Flour (20-1b @ $10.00 3. DAE) .vvcevuremrirerusvassis vesssssessssssressssssassmesssssssss ssesesses sasssssasons svas

OTHER

S
S
______Children's Program — sUggQested 5200...........cccciuuiurescrrisssssivesivssnssssesstrassssesnsorsss sersssmsssissorssssnsriss | 3
5
$

TOTAL



B3I  RAINBOW FOOD GIFT CARDS

g  GRANDMA BOXES

When you order a Grandma Box, it's like taking an Elder

shopping. They love to open the box and see what color
their outfits will be. In each box are 3 yards of Panne velvet
for a blouse and 5 yards of print fabric for a skirt.

They prefer vibrant colors such as blues, burgundies,
browns, and purples. The Grandma Boxes include new
socks, needles, thread, and yarn for traditional hair ties.
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Rainbow Food Gift Cards are gifts of food in
the form of a $150 Bashas’ Rainbow Food
Cards and are given to the Elders in your
name at the Food Run.

Sponsors for Elders at Kayenta, Dilkon,
Leupp, Birdsprings, Forest Lake, Sanders,
and Tolani Lake should purchase this item
as part of their semiannual obligation.
Elders at these locations have chosen to
receive ‘Rainbow Food Cards instead of
‘Rainbow Food Box Sets'.

You may order more than one $150
Rainbow Food Gift Card or, if your Elder
lives in an area where we deliver Rainbow
Food Boxes, you can add an additional $150
Rainbow Food Gift Card to help them..

Charles Clark from Teesto receives a
Rainbow Food Gift Card from his sponsor.

Betty Nelson
from Oljato
wears an outfit
she made from
the Grandma Box
fabric her
sponsor provided
for her.

ADOPT-A-NATIVE-ELDER PROGRAM
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Food Run Driver's Application
SPRING 2026 ‘g

MAME: PHOME:

ADDRESS:

CITY: STATE: ZIP;
EMAIL:

VEHICLE TYPE:

BED SIZE: SHELL YES MO

(Mote: If traveling from SLC, vehicles need to be able to carry at least 16 food boxes. Each food box weighs 45 1bs.)
PASSENGER NAME: PHOME:

ADDRESS:

CITY: STATE: ZiP:
EMAIL:

I AM INTERESTED IN THE FOLLOWING FOOD RUN(S):
Please do not apply if you cannot be present for the entire Food Run area you have selected.

All Driver Applications due by March 14th, 2025.
_April 13 = 16: Navajo Mountain-Kayenta-Oljato Bosed in Kayenta, Arizona
May 6~ 9: Many Farms-Forest Lake-Tsaile Based (n Chinfe, Arirona
May 11 = 15: Leupp-Dilkon-Birdsprings-Tolani Lake Based in Winslow, Arizona
May 18 - 21: Big Mountain-Sanders-Teesto Based in Winslow, Arizono

Please mail application to:
Adopt-A-Native-Elder Program 328 W Gregson Ave. Salt Lake City, UT

Or scan the QR code to go directly to the online application: SCAN
To apply online

Applications are considered based on a variety of factors such as vehicle size, the number of
volunteers needed for each Food Run, and a volunteer's ability to participate in Food Run activines.
You will be mailed a Food Run tinerary if your application is accepted.
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WHEN EAGLES FLY

Elders we have loved and lost
SANDERS

BIG MOUNTAIN

Mae Shay
. MEMORIALS |

Dominic Jaeger donated in memory
of Amy Yatsco Jaeger.

Carlie Svinth donated in memory of
Nancy Joynt.

David B. Y. Fong and Kotobuki Taiko
Il donated in memory of Carol Ayers.

Rick Totah donated in memory of
Nancy Ross Joynt.

Katharine Okane donated in memory
of Kathy McCaston.

Jacquie Siewert-Schade donated in
memory of Lillian Siewert and Betty
Castleman.

Lynda Wagner donated in memory of
LaVerne and Evelyn Wagner.

Ursula Vernon donated in memory of
Thomas Rudd.

Mary Jo Clark donated in memory of
Andy Clark.

HONORINGS

Jennifer L Heuson donated in honor
of Kathleen Allen.

Carol Anne Halperin Family
Foundation donated in honor of
Dorothy Halperin.

Judy Friedman donated in honor of
Jared Ruga.

Gerald Dunbar donated in honor of
Joshua Gabriella Cameron Emma.

Thomas Hartford donated in honor
of Lauren Bradley in memory of Jane
Hartford.

Betsy Bowie donated in
appreciation of Rita Marsh.

Kelly AMcMahon donated in honor
of Maria Elena.

Ated Yazzie Friday

BIRDSPRINGS

TEESTO

Carol Anne Halperin Family
Foundation donated in honor of
Dorothy Halperin.

Theresa Bone donated in memory of
Nancy Joynt.

James Brewer donated in memory of
H. Paul Brewer.

Barbara Nelms donated in memory
of Bob Kleinschmidt.

Jessica Tuttle donated in memory of
her Great-grandma.

Lisa Ruiz donated in memory of her
mother Loretta Romero.

Beth and Martin Deal donated in
memory of Nancy Ross Joynt.

Rose O’Sullivan donated in memory
of Nancy Ross Joynt.

Trudy Jaycox donated in memory of
Randy Jaycox.

Melinda Fitzgerald donated in honor
of Rev William L Sachs.

Deanne Drake donated in honor of
Bonnie Phillips.

David Steegar donated in honor of
Sarah Steegar.

Michelle Sorenson-Brown donated
in honor of Anna Ra.

Wilma Odell donated in honor of
Susan and Craig Jacobsen.

Debra Pridie donated to Ruby
Benally of Birdsprings in honor of
Bud and Barb Pridie.

Casee and John Francis donated in
honor of Catherine Frances
Gilmore.

Dennis Nez Sr

Mayme Lee

Ryan and Karen Liles donated in
memory of Nancy Ross Joynt.

Sonja Claw donated in memory of all
Native Elders.

Debra Hunter donated in memory of
Barbara Jane Pawling, Poarch Creek
Indian.

Regina P, Washington Weavers &
Spinners Guild donated in memory of
Theoma Deml.

Caroline Murdock donated in
memory of Jessie Conover.

Mary Walker donated in memory of
Nancy Ross Joynt.

Amy Gould donated in memory of Jay
Gould.

Dinah Miller donated in honor of
Nelson Lee Cody Sr.

Leslye Mann donated in honor of
Carol Glayre’s 88th Birthday

Christine Swientek donated in
honor of ANE volunteer Cheryl
Gentle.

Diane Beauvais donated in honor of
the Elders.

Jim and Danuta Ames donated in
honor of Shannon and Bryan
Rosner.
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The Adopt-A-Native-Elder Program

Building Bridges of Hope ‘*"‘*“'*‘ Providing Connections of Kind}éﬁa

Your generous support made a tremendous difference in
the lives of Elders living with scarcity on the Navajo Reservation.

THANK YOU!
OVER 860 PEOPLE SERVED 13%
ADMINISTRATIVE
Your support fed over 860 Elders over the
age of 75 living on the Navajo Reservation,

like Lorraine James from Forest Lake.

EXPENDITURES
OVER 1.1 MILLION POUNDS OF SUPPORT

Over 1.1 million pounds of food, medical supplies,
clothing, and everyday necessities delivered to
Elders on the Reservation (an equivalent of 14 semi-
trucks). Total Food Run Assistance: $1,259,828.08

3 CULTURAL EVENTS
MAILED SUPPORT TO ELDERS IN MONTHS

BETWEEN FOOD RUNS

+ Food Cards: $1,204,810 1 3’ 6 3 o

+ Firewood Vouchers: $1,012,400
TOTAL VOLUNTEER HOURS

THE ADOPT-A-NATIVE-ELDER PROGRAM 2
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SALT LAKE CITY, UT 84115
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Adopt-A-Native-Elder
328 West Gregson Ave
Salt Lake City, UT 84115

Please join us for Native drumming, traditional
Navajo singing and storytelling!

Sunday, January 25, 2026
3:00 to 5:00 pm

At the Adopt-A-Native-Elder warehouse
328 W Gregson Ave

Presenters: Rodger Williams, Eileen Quintana,
Medicine Man Craig Sandoval, and others.

Light food & refreshments will be served.

e

It is still cold on the Reservation. If you can,
please consider ordering a Firewood Voucher
for your Elder today. Thank you!

Drivers are needed for the Food Runs. A Driver

Application is on page 13 or you may fill out
and submit an application on our website.

Ta Sign Up For A
Fand Run

ALL FOOD RUN
MONEY DUE FOR
FOOD RUNS.
YOU MAY ALSO
ORDER FOR THE
ENTIRE YEAR NOW.

To Order For Your
Elder




